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| TO THE SHORT 

EXPLANATION 
OF THE 

END and DESIGN 


OF THE 


LORD's SUPPER, e. 


N a little Treatiſe lately publiſh- 

ed, intitled, A ſhort Explanation of 
the End and De Zu of the. Lord's Sup- 
per, with a Preface recommending a 
due Attendance on that ſacred Inſtitu · 
tion, we have endeavoured to explain 
the Nature of it, and to ſhew that it is 
indeed a Divine Appointment, and a 


# wiſe and reaſonable one, and which 


A 2 therefore 


(4 * 
Pacer all who believe the Chriſtian | 


is, with what hen and Diſpoſition 
of Mind, with what Meditations and 
Affections, we ſhould- partake of it; 
and we endeavoured to guard Chriſtians 
neainſt the Abuſe of it, warning them 
againſt the Extremes of coming to the 
Lord's Table in a careleſs irreverent 
Manner, or from. undue Motives, on 
the one Hand; or with a laviſh Fear 
and Terror, and with Reluctancy and 
Doubtfulneſs of Mind, on the other. 
What we intend in this Sequel is to 
confider a little a few Queſtions, or 
Caſes of Conſcience that have been, or 
may be propoſed, relating to this In- 
ſtitution, the Anſwers to which - will 
ſerve, tis hoped, farther to illuſtrate 
the Nature and Deſign of it, and en- 
courage Chriſtians to attend upon it 
with the greater Satisfaction of Mind. 
And 
iſt. It may be aſked, Is this Ord- 
nance a federal Rite, or a Renewal of 


_the N Covenant? and in what | 
Sienſe 
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being the Seal and Contirmation of the 


Chriſtian Covenant, and the Lord's 


Supper the Memorial thereof, it can- 


not, in the proper Senſe of the Word, 


be called a federal Rite, or covenanting 


Ordinance; for God doth not now 
eſtabliſh his Covenant with Mankind; 


that he hath done long ago, even when 
Feſus Chriſt ſhed his Blood upon the 
Croſs ; that was the federal Rite, if it 
may be called ſo; that was the Sacri- 
fice by which the New Covenant was 


eſtabliſhed ; the Lord's Supper is but 


the Memorial of it. | 
2. In that moſt gracious Covenant 


which God hath eſtabliſhed with Man- 


kind in the Blood of his Son, there are 


great and precious Promifes made to us, 


and there are certain Terms or Condi- 


tions laid down, which we are requir-- 
ed to conſent to and comply with, 


otherwiſe we have no Title to the Pro- 


miſes, nor any Share or Intereſt in the 


Bleſſings of the Covenant; now the 
Promites, which may be called God's 
Part of this Covenant, were confirms 
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Senſe it may be called ſo? To this we 
anſwer, iſt, That the Death of Chriſt 
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n 
ed and eſtabliſned by the Blood of 
Chriſt, and with reſpect to this, the 
Lord's Supper cannot be called a fede- 
ral or covenanting Rite, but only the 
Memorial of that Death with which the 
Covenant was ſealed, as hath been al- 
ready obſerved; but our partaking of 
this Ordinance, as it brings to our Re- 
membrance the Sufferings and Death of 
the Mediator, ſo it puts us in Mind of 
the great and precious Promiſes which 
God hath made to us by him, and 
eſtabliſned on his Blood, and gives us 
Occaſion, or rather calls upon us, to 
meditate upon them with Joy and Gra- 
titude: But then the conſenting to the 
Terms and Conditions of this Cove- 
vant, which is our Part of it, is indeed 
one of the Ends for which the Lord's 
Supper was inſtituted, and naturally 
ariſes out of that which is the principal 
End of it, namely, its being a Comme- | 
moration of the Death of Chriſt ; and 
in this Senſe, that is, with reſpeCt to 
our Part of the Covenant, the Lord's 
Supper may not improperly be called 
a federal Rite, or a covenanting Ordi- 
nance, | F 
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3. As to its being called a Renewal 


of our Covenant with God, or a Renew- 
ing our Conſent to the Terms of the 


Goſpel, this may juftly and properly 
enough be ſaid with reſpe&t to any 


Perſon who having formerly violated 


his Part of the Covenant by ſome hei- 
nous wilful Tranſgreſſion, or a Courſe 
of Wickedneſs, is now truly penitent, 


is become a new Man, and doth ſin- 


cerely renew his Conſent to the Terms 
of the Goſpel Covenant, which he had' 


ſo baſely and ungratefully broken by his 


paſt Diſobedience : But with reſpect to 
thoſe who perſiſt in a ſincere Obedience 
to the -Laws of the Goſpel, tho' at- 


| tended with Imperfections; and have 


not wickedly departed from the Ways 
of God; as they have been faithful to 
their Covenant, ſo they cannot be ſaid, 
in the proper Senſe of the Word, to 


renew it; but of fuch we ſhould ra- 


ther ſay, that by going to the Lord's: 
Table, and partaking of the Bread and 


Wine, they make a freſh Acknowledg-- 
ment of their being the Diſciples of 


Chriſt, they repeat their Conſent to the 
Ferms of his Goſpel, and their Reſo-- 
A 4 lutions 


1 ( 8 1 
lations to continue in his Word and 
Doctrine, to perſiſt in the Obedience of 
his Laws, and in the ſincere Practice of 
all Holineſs and Virtue, 

II. It may be aſked again, Is the 
Lord's Supper a Means of conveying 
Grace and ſpiritual Strength? and in 
what Senſe is it ſo? To this we anſwer, 

1. Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us 
that his heavenly Father is always ready 
to grant the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spi- 
rit for the Purpoſes of Repentance and 


- . ſincere, perſevering Obedience, to all 


thoſe who ſeriouſly aſk it from him, 
and are truly diſpoſed to do his Will, B 
to obey his Laws, and reſiſt the Temp- 
tations they may at any Time be al- 
- faulted with; and it appears from ſeve- 
ral Places of the New Teſtament, that. 
this gracious Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit for theſe Ends, is one of the Promi- 
ſes of the Goſpel Covenant; and it is 
a great Motive and Encouragement to 
the Practice of Virtue, and a patient 
reſolute Continuance in Well- doing; 
but it would ſeem alſo from the ſame 

Sacred Writings, that the direct and 
proper Means of obtaining this Aſ- 

ſiſtance 


('9 1 
fittance is humble and fetvien Prayer, R 
in Conjunction with our own. lincere | 
and vigorous Endeavours. 

2. Yet nevertheleſs, as the *Lord's 
Sapper puts us in Mind of the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel Covenant, and gives us an 
Occaſion, or rather directly leads us to 
meditate upon them, and indeed upon 
all the Motives to Virtue which are ſet 
before us in the Chriſtian Religion, and 
e the Example of Chriſt, and 

is great Love in dying for us; and as 
in celebrating this Ordinance we repeat 
our Conſent to the Terms of this Cos 
venant, and ſolemnly confirm our Reſo-- 
Jutions to adhere. ſtedfaſtly to the Cauſe - 
of Righteouſneſs and true Religion, and 
perſevere in-the uniform Practice of all 
DOE and Virtne, abounding in 
very good Word and Work; we need 
hi Joubt but the Spirit of God is ready 
to ſtrike in with ſuch good Thoughts 


and Meditations, and confirm our 
Minds in ſuch holy Reſolutions and 
Purpoſes, that we may be able to carry. 
them into Execution, and faithfully 
perform the Vows we have fo religi- 

f n taken upon us. 
A 5 And 
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And in this Senſe it may well enough 
de allowed, and truly faid, that the 


Lord's Supper 1s a Means of conveying 
Grace, or ſpiritual Strength, tho' this 
be not the immediate End of the Inſti- 


tution ; for to communicate to thoſe. | 


who are well diſpoſed, ſuch Aids and 
Aſſiſtances as are needful to begin and 
carry on a good Work in them, ſeems 


to be the general End and Deſign of all 


the Goſpel Inſtitutions, and the inſtru- 
mental Duties of Religion ; which are 
therefore called inſtrumental Duties, 


and Means of Grace, becauſe in the | 


ſerious and conſcientious Uſe of them, 


we are helped forward in the Ways of 
Holineſs and Virtue thro” the Divine 
Agency upon our Minds, though that 


Agency is ſo imperceptible by us, that 
we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the Ope- 


Tations of our own Faculties; fo gentle 


are the Motions of the Divine Spirit, 
and ſo conſiſtent with our rational and 


moral Nature. And this leads to 


A zd. Caſe or Queſtion that may be | 


propoſed, and is fit to be conſidered, 


namely; What Benefits are to be ob- | 
tained, and may rationally be expected, 
| - - by 
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by the ſerious and religious Celebration: 
of this Ordinanee ? and the Anſwer to. 
this may in great Part be learned from 
what hath been already ſaid, 

Some indeed have flattered themſelves 
with great Expectations from their par- 
taking of the Lord's Supper ; they have 
pleaſed themſelves with Hopes that here 
all their Sms ſhould be immediately 
pardoned ; and that by this Rite their 
Pardon is ſealed; that here they ſhould 
receive ſuch great and powerful Com- 
munications of the Spirit of God, as 
thould enable them immediately and at 
once to conquer all their Corruptions, 
and ſet them out of the Reach of Temp- 
tation: But theſe are vain Hopes and 
Expectations, and they are founded on: 
miſtaken and ſuperſtitious Notions of. 
this Inſtitution, as if it were a Charm, 


or like the Inchantments and Luſtra- 


tions of the old Heathen Idolaters. 
The Pardon of Sin is annexed to true 


Repentance, and cannot be obtained 
without it, and the Promiſe of it hath: 
been ſealed long ago by the Blood of 


Chriſt: And as to the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, that is peculiarly annexed to 
| Prayer,, 


( i2 5 
Prayer, tho! all other inſtrumental Du- 
ties are concurring Means in order to 
obtain it: But the true and proper 
Anſwer to the Queſtion is this, That 
by the ſerious and religious performance 
of this Duty, accompanied with Aﬀec- | 
tions and Meditations ſuitable to the 
Ends of its Inſtitution, our Minds are 


confirmed in the Belief of the Chriſtian 


Religion, and in an humble and ſtedfaſt 
Reſolution to adhere to the Profeſſion 
of it, to perſiſt in a ſincere Obedience 
to its Precepts, and to perfect our 
Minds more and more in all Moral Ex- 
cellence, whereby we may reſemble 
God our Heavenly Father, and Jeſus 
Chriſt our Leader and Commander; and 
by meditating ſeriouſly and affectionate- 
ly on the Love of God to us, and all 


the other Motives which the Goſpel pro- 
poſes to our Conſideration, our Hearts 


are inflamed with Love and Gratitude | 
to God, and to his well-beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; they are filled 
with Love to Goodneſs and Righteouſ- | 
neſs and Virtue, and to all virtuous and 
good Men: good Impreſſions, holy 
Reſolutions and Purpoſes are by this In- 

| ſtitution | 
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ſtitution revived, cheriſhed, and kept 

alive in our Minds; and by theſe 
Means we are; by the Help of the Holy 
Spirit, carried forward in the Paths of 
Virtue, and while the outward Man 
may be gradually decaying, and draw- 
ing towards its Diſſolution, the inward 
is renewed and ſtrengthened Day by 
Day. But again 5 | 
A 4th. Queſtion or Cafe of Conſci- 
ence relating to our Attendance on the 
Lord's Supper, which hath ſometimes 
been propoſed, is this. May a Perſon 
who hath lately been guilty of ſome. 
wilful Sin, but is truly penitent for it 
or who is conſcious to himſelf of fome 
fecret: Vice which he laments and be- 
wails, which he prays and ſtrives a- 
gainſt, but he hath not yet got the bet- 
ter of it, and it flill prevails ; may ſuch 
as thefe come to the Lord's Supper ? or. 
would it not be expedient that they ab- 
ſtain from it till they have gaineda more 
thorough Conqueſt over their Corrup- 
tions, and feel the Power of Sin more 
effectually ſubdued 2 
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This 1s a Caſe which deſerves to be 
ſeriouſly conſidered, and will require a | 
larger Anſwer than any of the former. 
It will, I believe, be acknowledged 
by all who underſtand any thing of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and the great Deſign. Y 


of it, that any one who goes on in an 
| habitual Courſe of Sin, who ſuffers vi- } 
tious Defires and Paſſions to prevail a- 
ff mo the Dictates of Reaſon and Con- 

cience, and hath no ſerious Thoughts 
of repenting and turning to the Lord | 
and to the Ways of Righteouſneſs, tho! 
he may have now and then ſome 
Checks of Conſcience, ſome Remorſe 
for what he hath done, ſome Intervals 
of Reſt from the Purſuit of Sin, and. 


xerhaps ſome weak Inclinations and. 


faint ineffectual Purpoſes to forſake it, 
and reform, is not fit, while he con- 
tinues in ſuch a State, to come to the 
Lord's Table, nor can he partake of 
it ſuitably to the Deſign for which it 
was appointed; for tho he may have a 
general Belief of the Truth of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and ſuch a ſpecula- 


tive Remembrance of the Death of 


Chriſt, as he would have of any other 
credible 


6259 

credible Event he had met with in Hif- 
tory, yet his Mind being utterly averſe 
to the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, 
he doth not truly conſent to them, nor 
is he willing to ſubmit to the Laws of 
the Redeemer's Kingdom; ſo that ſuch 
an one, while he continues in this State, 


_ doth not ſeem to be qualified to come 


to the Lord's Table, becauſe he is not 
in a Diſpoſition to partake worthily, 
that 1s, ſuitable to the Deſign of the 
Inſtitution ; his Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity 1s not a credible one, for he con- 
tradicts it by his Life and Actions, he 
profeſſes to know God, and to believe 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, but in his 
Works he denies both the Father and 
the Son. 35 

But as to the Caſe of a Perſon who 
hath lately been guilty of ſome wilful 
Sin, or perhaps had lived in a continu- 
ed Courle of Vice for the greateſt Part 
of his paſt Life; but he is now ſenſible 
of his Sin, he is truly penitent, and ſin- 


cerely reſolved to become a new Man, 


and lead a new Life for the Time to 
come ; I ſee no Reaſon why that Man 
may not go to the Lord's Table, and 
SR... A 


F 16 ) 
there renew his Covenant with God, 
and declare his Conſent to the Terms 
of the Goſpel, and his Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions to walk for the Future in a 
ſincere Obedience to the Laws of God, 
and a conſcientious Regard to the Rules 
of Piety and Virtue : However, if ſuch 
a Perſon would chuſe rather to delay 
for a while, that he may make a farther 
Trial of himſelf, and of the Steadineſs 
of his Reſolutions ; or if the Church 
ſhould deſire to be more fully fatished 
of the Sincerity of his Repentance, by 
the proper Fruits of it appearing in his 
Life; this, being a Matter of Prudence, 

may be left to Diſcretion: 

The Caſe indeed of a Perſon who is 
conſcious to himſelf of ſome ſectet Vice, 
which, tho' he prays and ſtrives againſt 
it, .and forrowla ully bewails his own 
Weakneſs, and the Feebleneſs of his 
Reſolutions, is every now and then pre- 
vailing againſt him; the Caſe of this 
| Perſon is more difficult ; it is not eaſy 
to determine whether he be in a State 
of Holineſs, or of Sin, whether he be- 
longs to the Claſs of the Righteous or 


the Wicked, —_ Virtue or Vice 
| be 
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1. 
be his prevailing Character; it is plain 
he has ſome good Diſpoſitions, and of- 
ten forms good Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions; but they are ſo often ineffectual, 
and ſo often forgotten and counteract - 
ed, that he has Reaſon to fear that his 
Good neſs is but as the Morning Cloud 
and early Dew that paſſeth away, and 
that Sin ſtill prevails againſt him, and 
is his real Character. 
Now the Queſtion is, whether it be 
more expedient for him, notwithſtand- 
ing the Fickleneſs of his Reſolutions, 
and the Fears and Doubts he hath of 
himſelf as to the State of his Mind, and 
the Bent and Tendency of his Affections 
with reſpect to this particular Sin which 
ſo eaſily beſets him, and fo often pre- 
vails againſt him, to come to the 
Lord's Table, or to keepaway from it till 
he hath got a more thorough Conqueſt 
over this Sin, whatever it be, and till 
he finds the Power of it, and his Inclinati- 
ons towards it, more effectually ſubdued? 
The Caſe of this Perſon is really 
doubtful and pityable; he ſeems to have 
a Senſe of God and Religion upon his 
Mind, and a conſiderable be of 


ove. 
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Love to Virtue, and no ſmall Concern 
about his future State, and how he 
ſtands with reſpect to the Favour of 
God; he is very ſenſible of his Sin, 
and grieved at the Heart that it prevails 
fo often againſt him; he prays to be 
delivered from it, and makes frequent | 
+ Reſolutions againſt i it; but it has unhap- | 
pily got ſuch an Aſcendant over him, 
that he is every now and then falling 


into it; inſomuch that it is difficult 4 


to judge whether it be a pardon- 
able Infirmity, conſiſtent with a State 
of Holineſs and Virtue; or whether it 
be not an habitual Sin, a corrupt Af- 
fection not yet ſubdued and mortified, 
but ſtill reigning and prevailing in the 
Heart. 
It ſhould, without all Queſtion, be 
the earneſt Study and Endeavour of ſuch: 
a-Perſon, to get out of this doubtful 
wavering and uncertain State, by the 
very ſame Means and Methods he would 1 
uſe to get out of a State of prevailing | 
Viceand Wickedneſs, were that his Caſe, 
as he does not know but it is; let him 
' therefore act as if it were, and apply 
3 to a deep and ſerious Conſide- 
= ration. 
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ration of the Evil and danger of the 
Vice, or Vices, . to which his Heart is 
ſo much inclined, and with which his Af- 
fections are ſo ſtrangely bewitched ; let 
him attentively conſider the Beauty and 
Lovelineſs of the contrary Virtues, and 
the great and happy Reward they 
lead to, and prepare the Mind for; let 
him meditate'on theſe and the like Mo- 
tives, till his Heart be thoroughly fil- 
led with Grief, Indignation, and Hatred 
of his Sins, and his Mind fully deter- 
mined to forſake them, ſo as never to 
entertain them again, or return to them 
any more; and if with ſuch ſincere Ro- 
ſolutions, he join fervent and continued 
Prayer, conſtant Watchfulneſs, and 
manly Endeavours, he hath good 
Ground to hope that God's Grace will 
be ſufficient for him, and enable him 
to overcome his former Weakneſſes, 
and the Remainders of Corruption that 
were in him; and to fix his Heart, and 
engage his Affections ſo effectually to 
an uniform and ſteady Purſuit of all 
Virtue and Goodneſs, that his Iniquity 
ſhall no more prevail againſt him, nor 

| | will 


* 


will he entertain the Thoughts of re- 
turning to it any more. | 
And amongſt the Means he ſhould uſe 
in order to fix his Heart and eſtabliſh his 
Reſolutions, it would (I think) be proper 
for him to go and partake of the Lord's 
Supper, rather than to keep away from 
it; this ſeems to me more eligible, 
more fit and expedient for ſuch a Per- 
fon, than to abſtain from it; for it is 
a Duty, which, if performed in a ſeri- 
ous, devout and religious Manner, hath 
a Tendency to draw the Heart to a pre- 
vailing Love to God and Goodneſs, to 
withdraw the Mind from carnal and 
worldly Enjoyments, to mortify inordi- 
nate Deſires and Paſſions, to confirm us 
in good Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and 
lead our Affections to the noble and de- 
light ful Exereiſes of Religion and Virtue; 
to the zealous Purſuit of true Holineſs 
and univerfal Righteouſneſs, and the 


conſtant unwearied Practice of Cha- 


rity and Purity, and all good Works, | 
whereby we glorify God, we adorn 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, we do Good. | 
to Men, and perfect our own Minds in; 
all moral Excellence : 'The ſerious and 

| deyout 
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devout Participationsof the Lord's Sup- 
per is a Means, and hath in the very 


Nature of the Duty; a T to pro- 
mote theſe defirable Ends; the In- 
ſtitution was intended and calculated for 


ſuch Purpoſes by the wiſe Author of it. 
© If a Perſon live ſo as not to diſcredit his 
< Chriſtian Profeſſion, if he hath good 
© Diſpoſitions, which he in ſome Mea- 
* ſure cultivates and improves, tho” it 
© ſhould be doubtful whether they are 
© prevailing, I cannot fee (faith a late 
worthy and pions Divine *) that he 
© hath a ſufficient Cauſe for abſenting 
* himſelf from the-Lord's Table, which 
* might be of great Service to fortify his 
* holy Reſolutions, and to invigorate 
* his pious Affections, particularly his 
Love to Chriſt; whieh he is conſcious 
to his having in ſome Degree, as like- 

wiſe of its not being without all Effect: 
and tho it ſhould really be ſo that helis 
not a thorough Convert, and the Love 

of God and of Jeſus has not yet gotten 

the entire Maſtery over-his other- Paſ- 


Mr. Grove in a Treatiſe on the Obligations 
of Chriſtians to celebrate the Lord's Supper. 
Vol. II. of his Works, Page 402, 403. 
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© fions, yet I can by no Means think 
© that thoſe Words of the Apoſtle Paul 
do at all belong to him, that be bo 
e eatetb and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh Judgment to himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body——for he 
doth diſcern the Lord's Body, and put- 
eth a very great Difference betwixt 
that and his common Meals, and has a 
very ſincere Deſire to honour his Sa- 
viour, and to be in Favour with him, 
which he teſtifies by bringing forth, 
many, if not all the Fruits of Righte- . 
ouſneſs, in ſome Degree, tho' not in 
ſo great a Degree as he ſhould.” F 
A 5th. Queſtion, or Caſe of Conſci- 
ence relating to this Ordinance, ariſeth 
from the Words of St. Paul in 1 Cor. 
xi. Verſes 27, 28, and 29. Where- 
Fore, whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
end drink this Cup of the Lord unwor- 
thily, ſhall be guilty of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord. . But let a Man ex- | 
amine Danſe and ſo let him eat of 
that Bread, .and drink of that Cup. For 
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh Damnation to him- 
ſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, 
This 
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This is a Paſſage of Scripture witn 
which many Chriſtians have been fo. 
much affrighted, that ſome have come 
to the Lord's Table with Terror and 
ReluQancy ; and others have kept away 
from it altogether, and lived in the ha- 
bitual Omiſſion of this Duty, as judging 
it ſafer fo to do, than run the Hazard 
of performing it unworthily, and incur 
the Danger that attends the unworthy 
partaking of it. Now the Queſtion is, 
Are they not right in doing ſo? and is 
it not more prudent to abſtain from this 
Ordinance altogether than expoſe them- 
{elves to-fuch a dreadful Puniſhment by 
coming unworthily, which yet it may 
be very hard to avoid? Or, what is 
the Meaning of all theſe frightful Sen- 
tences which the Apoſtle uſes in theſe 
Verſes ? w | 
And to this we anſwer, that when 
the Apoſtle's Meaning in this Paſſage 
hath been duly conſidered, it will eaſi- 
ly appear that there is no Foundation 
in it for ſuch fearful Apprehenſions of 
this Inſtitution, nor any Thing to deter 
ſerious and ſincere Chriſtians from at- 
tending 


( 24) 
tending upon it, as 1 _ Ons. 


wurf 


The Apa tis VEL is here 
cautioning the: Corinthians againſt a 


Fault wo many of them were guilty 
of in the. Celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, and that was eating and drink- 


ing unworthily, not diſcerning the Lord: 


Bady.; He ſhews them the Evil and 


Danger of this, ſuch . are guilty (ſays 
he) of the Body and Blood of the Lord; 


and they eat and drink Damnation (or 


Judgment) to themſelves, and he ſhews 


them how to avoid this, not by laying 
aſide the Inftitution, and abſtaining 
from it altogether, but by attending to 
the Deſign of it, and performing it ac- 
cording to that, Let a Man examine 
bumſelf (lays he) and fo let him eat, 
&c. 


Now let us ſee, in the firſt Place, 
What the Fault was which the Corinthi- 
ans, many of them, ſeem to have been 

ovilty of in the Celebration of the 
4s Supper, and which the Apoſtle 


cautions them againſt in theſe Verſes; 


the Fault was, their eating and drink- 


ing unworthily, and not diſcerning the 


Lord's 


. — pF 1 * 1 MS. >. 
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Lord's Bogy And to underſtand tlie 
Meaning of this Charge, we muſt have 
Recourſe to ſome preceding Verſes in 
6 this Chapter, where he particularly 
mentions the Abuſes which had got in 
among them in the Adminiſtration of 
| this Ordinance ; the Account begins at 
the 17th Verſe; and is continued to the 
| 22d, Now in this that I declare unto 


you, I praiſe you not, that you come 
together, not for the Better, but for the 
Worſe. For firſt of all, when ye come 
together in the Church, T here that there 
be Diviſions among you; and I partly 
believe it; for there muſt be alſo Here- 
fies, (or Setts, as in the Margin) among 
you, that they who are approved may 
be made manifeſt among you. When ye 
Come together therefore into one Place, 
this 1s not to eat the Lord's Supper ; for 
in eating, every one taketh before other, 
his own Supper, and one is hungry, and 
another is drunken; What, have you 
not bouſes to eat and to drink in? or 
deſpiſe ye the Church of God, und fhame 
them that. have not? that is, thoſe who 
are poor and indigent, and” want 
wherewithal to entertain themſelves 

B plentifully 


vided. - 


( 26) 
plentifully as ye do. - What ſhall: I fay 
to you? ſhall I praiſe you in this? J 
praiſe you not, And then follows the 
Account he gives them of the Inſtituti- 


on, End and Deſign of the Lord's Sup- 


per, as he had received it from the Lord 


- himſelf, 


The Abuſes you ſee which had crept 


into the Carinthian Church in the Ad- 


miniſtration of the Lord's Supper were, 
their Schiſms or Diviſions, for they had 
formed themſelves into Sects and Parties 
under oppoſite Heads and Leaders; 
and their entertaining themſelves, that 
is, thoſe of them who were rich, at 
ſome Feaſt they kept in the Church be- 
fore the Celebration of the Lord's Sup- 


per, (in Imitation perhaps of the Jew- 


iſh Paſſover) and that with the Neglect 
and Contempt, of the poor Members of 
the Church, for whoſe Uſe it was pre- 
tended thoſe Entertainments were pro- 


| Theſe Things ne now indiſpoſed them 
* coming to The -Lord's Table, and 


took off their Minds from a ſerious At- 


tention to the End and Deſign of the In- 
ſtitution; ſo that inſtead of eating and 
drinking 


29 
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drinking in Remembrance of Chriſt, 
and as a Teſtimony of their Fellowſhip 
with him, and with one another, they 
did eat and drink unworthily, not dif- 
cerning the Lord's Body. They cele- 
brated indeed what they called the 
Lord's Supper, but not in a due- and 
ſuitable Manner, not according to the 
Deſign for which it was appointed, 
not with a ſerious Attention to the 
Death of Chriſt upon the Croſs, when 
his Body was broken, and his Blood 
was ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
they -did not in their eating and 
drinking diſcern the Lord's Body and 
Blood, of which the Bread and- Wine 
were to be conſidered as Symbols or 
Memorials ; they did not diſtinguiſh, 
or make a Difference, between this 
Ordinance and a common Meal, but 
partook of it, and behaved at it, as if 
they had been at an ordinary Repaſt for 
the Support and Nouriſhment of their 
Bodies ; their Thoughts were quite off 
the Purpoſe of eating and drmking in 
Commemeration of their great Redeem- 
er, and in Token of their Communion 
with him, and with all their Chriſtian 
B 2 Brethren 3 
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Brethren; theſe Things they did not 
attend to, nor do they ſeem to have 
corifidered their eating and drinking as 
a religious Action, as the Performance 
of a ſacred Rite or Ceremony, but only 
as a common Entertainment, or the Con- 
cluſion of one, for the refreſhing of 
their Bodies, and the cheriſhing of their 
Spirits, | | 
Theſe ſeem to have been the Abuſes 
and Miſcarriages which the. Apoſtle 
taxes.them with, and reproves them for, 
in their Celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and which he calls eating and 
_ drinking unworthily, that is, unſuitably 
to the Deſtgn of the Inſtitution, or 
without a due Regard to it; and not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body, that i is, net 
conſidering it as a Memorial of the 
Body of Chriſt offered ap upon the 
Crus, nor making a Difference between 
Wis and a-common Meal, 

We are not however to ſuppoſe, that 
theſe particular Abuſes with which the 
Corinthians are here charged by St. 
Paul, are the only Things by Which 
Chriſtians -may + become Lable to- the 
ke Charge of rating and-drinking un- 
erat worthily, 


(29) 
worthily, not diſcerning the Lord's Bo- 
dy for no doubt there are ſeveral other 
Things, which, if allowed and indulg- 
ed, will render us liable to the ſame 
Charge: Whatſoever diverts the Mind 
from a due Attention to the Ends 
for which this Action was appointed, 
or leads a Perſon to perform it from 
undue Motives, and with wrong Views, 
will render one guilty of eating and 
drinking unworthily, not diſcerning the 
Lord's Body. 
The Man who performs this Action 
fuitably to the End for which it was 
inſtituted, who conſiders the Bread and 
Wine as Memorials of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord, and doth ac- 
cordingly partake of them with a ſerr- 
ous, religious,” and thankful Remem- 
brance of his dear Redeemer, - with 
fincere Reſolutions to cleave unto him, 
and perſevere in an holy Obedience to 
his Laws; and with unfeigned Love 
and good Will to all his Chriſtian 
"Brethren ; that Perſon eats and drinks 
worthily, and diſcerns the Lord's Body. 
He attends upon this Ordinance as-a 
divine Inſtitution, as a ſacred Ceremo- 
| B 3 ny, 


Virtue, and coming to the Lord's Ta- 


| „ 
ny, and a Part of religious Worſhip ; 
he comes to it as an holy and religious 
Feaſt, and not as to a common and or- 
dinary Meal. | | 
But on the other Hand, he who 
comes to this Ordinance without any 
regard to the Deſign of it, with no ſe- 
rious Thought of what he is about, or 
of the Ends for which this Rite was ap- 
pointed ; who either doth not believe 
in Chriſt at all, or hath no ſerious and 
religious Meditations of his Death and 
Sufferings ; who hath no Thoughts of 
reforming his Life, and complying with 
the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant ; no 
ſerious Intentions of cleanſing his Heart 
from the Pollution of Sin, and purifying 


. his Mind from the Stain of corrupt A 


fections and vicious Paſſions ; who is 
of an uncharitable Diſpoſition, and 
harbours in his Heart, Malice, Revenge, 
Hatred, and IIl-will againſt his Brother; 
in a Word, who inſtead of cultivating 
a Chriſtian Temper, and endeavouring 
to ſtrengthen and cheriſh good Affections 
in his Heart, and confirm himſelf in the 
Habits of Purity, Righteouſneſs, and 


ble 


(31) 
ble with a View to promote theſe Ends, 
he regards Iniquity in his Heart, he | 
goes on {till in his Treſpaſſes, and in- 
dulges himſelf in whatever his carnal 
and wicked Heart luſteth after, or his 
vicious Inclinations prompt him to; and 
notwithſtanding this, he comes to the 
Lord's Table from Time to Time, or 
upon ſpecial Occaſions, either in Com- 
pliance with Cuſtom, or in Obedience 
to human Laws, or perhaps from a vain 
and ſuperſtitious Conceit, that ſuch ex- 
ternal religious Performances will ſerve 
to atone for the W:ckedneſs. of his 
Heart and Life, will be accepted in- 
ſtead of Obedience to the Laws of Vir-- 
tue, and ſupply the Place of Charity 
and Purity, and moral Righteouſnòſs. 
This Perſon ſecins plainly chargeable 
with the Guilt of eating and drinking 
unworthily, not diſcerning the Lord's 
Body, as much as the Corinthians were: 
He comes to the Lord's Table in an 
unworthy and unſuitable Manner, and 
he eats and drinks, not according to the 
End for which we are required to eat 
and drink; he does not diſcern the 
Lord's Body, he does not diſtinguith,. 
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| (32 ) 
or make a Difference between this and 
a common Repaſt ; but treats the Ordi- 
nance. as an empty, uſeleſs, contempti- 
ble Ceremony; or if he conſiders it in 
a religious View, it is either as a ſu- 
perſtitious Charm, or a Commutation 
for Vice; ſo that upon the Whole, he 
profanes the Inſtitution, and proſtitutes 
it to baſe and unworthy Purpoſes, and 
his very Act of Partaking is an Abomi- 
nation, becauſe he doeth it with a 
wicked Mind, according to that of So- 
lemon in Prov, xxi. 27. The Sacrifice 
of the Wicked is an Abomination to the 
Lord, how much more when he bringeth- 
it with a wicked Mind, | 

Having now ſeen what the Fault was 
which many of the Corinthian Church 
were guilty of in the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, on which Account the 
Apoſtle charges them with the Crime of 
eating and drinking unworthily, not diſ- 
cerning the Lord's Body; let us next 
conſider the Evil and Danger of ſuch 
unworthy partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per; ſuch (fays the Apoſtle) are guilty 
cf the Body and Blood of the Lord; and 
they eat and drink Damnation, (or 

19 „ Judg- 


JE 2 "2 
Judgment) to themſelves. And here it 
will be proper to ſhew what the Apoſtle 
may be ſuppoſed to mean by being guil- 
ty of the Body and Blood of the Lord; 
and what by eating and drinking Dam- 
nation, (or Judgment) to themſelves, 

1. What may we ſuppoſe he meant 
by being guilty of the Body and Blood of 
the Lord? We anſwer, that the plain 
Meaning of theſe Words ſeems to be 
this, that he who comes to this Ordi- 
nance and partakes of it in an unwor- 
thy, an irreverent, and irreligious Man- 
ner, is guilty of profaning what the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt appointed to be the 
| Memorials of his Body and Blood; he 
flights and deſpiſes a divine Inſtitution, 
"and treats with Contempt and Diſreſpect 
what was ſeparated and ſet apart to a 
religious Uſe ; he treats a facred Rite, 
which was appointed by the Author of 
our Religion, the Lord and Maſter of 
all Chriſtians, to be a Memorial of his 
dying Love, as if it were no more 
than a civil Ceremony, an empty uſe- 
leſs Matter of Form, not ſerving to any 
valuable Purpoſe, nor anſwering any 
wiſe End, | e 
B 5 When 


(34) | 
When the Apoſtle iuys, heſcever 


fall eat this Bread, and drink this Cup of 


the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, he intends 
indeed to ſet forth the Sin and Evil of 
performing this Part of our Duty in an 
unworthy and unſuitable Manner, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body, nor regard- 
ing the End of the Inſtitution ; but we 
are not to ſuppoſe that he means to 
charge all unworthy Receivers of the 
Lord's Supper as guilty of the Death of 
Chriſt, or guilty of as great a Crime as 
thoſe who ſhed his Blood, and nailed 
him to the Croſs ; for tho' the Crime of 
eating and drinking unworthily is indeed 
a great one, yet it is far from being ſo 

reat and heinous an Evil as that of 
crucifying the Lord of Glory; the Ex- 
preſſion doth not neceflarily bear this 
Senſe, nor does the Reaſoning of the 
Apoſtle on this Point, or the Series and 
Connection of his Diſcourſe at all re- 

uire it. 

It is therefore moſt reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that the Apoſtle in this Sentence 
uſes the Words the Body and Blood of 
tbe Lord, in the ſame figurative Senſe in 

| which 
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which they are uſed in the preceding; 
Verſes, wherein he gives an Account 
of the Inſtitution and Appointment of 
this religious Ceremony by our Lord 
himſelf, This is my Body which is bro- 
ken for you, and this Cup 1s the New. 
Covenant in my Blood, that is, this 
Bread. which I have broken, - and this 
Wine which has been poured into the 
Cup, are the Signs and Memorials of 
my Body broken for you, and of my 
Blood ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
and then the Sin and Evil of partaking 


of them in an unworthy and irreverent 


Manner is very fitly expreſſed by ſaying, 
that whoſoever doth fo, ſhall be account- 
ed and held guilty of the Body and Blood 
of the Lord, that is, (continuingthe fame 
figurative Form of Speech) he ſhall be 
deemed guilty of profaning, vilifying, 
and deſpiſing the Signs and Memorials. 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
which is in Effect to deſpiſe the Lord 
himſelf, and reflect an Indignity upon 
him, in Commemoration of whom they 
were appointed to be uſed, and there- 
fore ought to be received with great 
Reverence and Seriouſneſs, ina thankful. 
| and: 


(36) 


and devout Remembrance of his great 
and aſtoniſhing Love in coming into 
the World in human Fleſh, and giving. 
himfelf for us an Offering, and a Sa- 
criſice unto God of a feet ſmelling Sa- 
vour, Eph. v 
2. We are 1259 to enquire what 
does the Apoſtle mean by their eating 
and drinking Damnation, or Judgment, 
to themſelves, which is the Expreſſion 
that hath frighted ſo many from com- 
ing to the Lord's Table, as thinking it 
ſafer not to come at all than run the 
Hazard of eating and drinking Damna- 
tion to themſelves : But this is a ground- 
leſs Fear, ariſing from their miſtaking 
the Meaning of this Expreſſion, and 
the wrong Notions they entertain of 
the Worthineſs required of them, 
It hath been obſerved already, that to 
celebrate this Inſtitution worthily, 1s 
to partake of it ſuitably to the Ends * 
which it was appointed, which cannot 
be difficult to any one who hath a 
competent Meaſure of Knowledge in 
the Chriſtian Religion, and any Senſe 
| of it upon his Mind. And as to the 
| Exprefion of eating and drinking 
Damnation, 
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Damnation to himſelf, or Fudgment, as 
the Word is more judiciouſly rendered in 
the Margin, let it be obſerved that this 
Word which our Tranſlators have ren- 
dered Damnation, and in the Margin 
Judgment, is very often uſed to ſignify 
tome temporal Judgment, ſome world- 
ly Calamity, ſome bodily Affliction, or 
any awful and diſmal Event, whereby 
God, in the Courſe of his Providence, 
doth teſtify his Diſpleaſure againſt the 
Sins of Men, and calls upon them to 
conſider their Ways, to amend their Da- 
ings that bave nat been good, to humble 
themſelves under his mighty Hand, and. 
turn to him who ſinites: And that it is 
in this Senſe the Apoſtle uſes the Word 
here in the Paſſage before us, ſeems 
plain enough from what. follows in the 
very next Verſes, viz, 30, 31, 32. 
For this Cauſe many are weak and fick- 
ly among you, and many ſleep ; that is, 
die; but if we would judge ourſelves, the 
Meaning is, if we would diſcriminate 
or diſtinguiſh ourſelves, to wit, in our 
partaking of the Lord's Supper, mak- 
ing a Difference between it and a com- 
mon Meal we ſhould not be judged ; but 


WHEN 
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when we are judged, that is, when we 
meet with temporal Judgments and Ca- 
lamities, we are chaſtened of the Lord, 
that we ſhould not be condemned with 
the World. The Sickneſſes and bodily 
Weakneſſes of ſome among them, and 
the Deaths of others, the Apoſtle tells 
them, were Judgments or Puniſhments 
inflicted upon them by God, and To- 
kens of his Diſpleaſure agamſt them for 
their Abuſe of the Lord's Supper, and 
partaking of it in ſuch an unworthy and 
irreverent Manner as many of them 
did; and therefore he exhorts them to 
diſcriminate *, or make a Difference in 
themſelves in order to their partaking 
of the Supper in a religious Manner, 
as the Way to eſcape thoſe Judgments 
and Chaſtiſements which God inflicted 
upon them for their Good, for their 
Correction, Reformation and Improve- > 
ment, and to prevent their final Con- 
demnation in the great Day along with 
the wicked and impenitent World. 
The Damnation or Fudgment which the 


* See Mr. Locke upon the Place, with many 
h others. l 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle. ſpeaks of ia this Place, is de- 
ſigned to prevent their Damnation in 
the future State, by leading them to 
Conſideration and Repentance, and, in 
this particular Caſe, to a more worthy 
and ſujtable Obſervation of this Inſtitus 
tion for the Time to come. | 
The Context then plainly leads us to 


underſtand the Apoſtle in this Place to 


be ſpeaking of ſome temporal Judgments 
or Calamities, and not of the Punith- 
ments of the future State : And yet it is 
nevertheleſs true, and it concerns us to 
take Notice of it, that to partake of the 
Lord's Supper in a profane, irreverent, 
and ireligious Manner, in a Manner 


unworthy of a divine Inſtitution, and - 


quite foreign to the End of it, is no 
light or ſmall Offence, it is indeed an 
heinous Sin, and one's own Mind, up- 
on ſerious Reflection, will not fail tg 
condemn him for it ; and by this Of- 
fence he becomes juſtly liable to a pro- 
portionable Degree of Puniſhment in 
the future State, if not prevented by a 
true Repentance and Reformation, 
Ts true indeed the Lord's Supper is 
but a poſitive Inſtitution, and therefore 
in 
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in its Nature inferior to thoſe Laws 
which are of a moral Obligation ; yet 
nevertheleſs ſince it is really a divine 
Inſtitution, appointed for wiſe and good 
Ends, and calculated to cheriſh, im- 
prove, and ſtrengthen good Affections of 
the Mind, and promote a Progreſs in 
Holineſs and Virtue, it ought not to be 
treated with Contempt, nor can it be 
profaned without incurring great Guilt; 

it ought not to be per formed in a care- 
leſs and unthinking Manner, without 
ſuitable Meditations and Affections, and 
a ferious Attention to the Ends for which 
it was inſtituted ; it ought not to be 
uſed as a common Feaſt, nor taken 
merely to pleaſe Men, or to ſatisfy an 
human Law, and qualify one's ſelf for 
certain Stations and Offices in Civil So- 
ciety, it ought not, I ſay, to be taken 
fneerly or only with this View, but our 
great, and indeed our only Motive, 

ſhould be to commemorate the Death 
of our bleſſed Lord according to his 


own Appointment, and make an open 


and public Profeſſion of our Union 
and Communion” with him, and with 
all our Chriſtian Brethren, 

The 


(47) 
The Lord's Supper then being a di- 
vine Inſtitution, appointed for religious 
Purpoſes, ought not- to be received in 
2 and unworthy Manner; and 
whoſoever ſhall preſume to partake of 
it with a Temper and Behaviour unbe- 
coming the Dignity of a divine Inftituti- 
on, and the Reverence due to a ſolemn 
Act of religious Worſhip, is guilty of 
an heinous Offence againſt the divine 
Majeſty, for which /if hedothnot repent 
of it in Time) he is juſtly worthy of 
a ſevere Puniſhment — in Pro- 
portion to the Demerit of his Crime; 
for by treating an Ordinance of divine 
Appointment with Contempt, and a- 
buſing it to baſe and unworthy Pur- 
poſes, be deſpiſeth and affronteth Him 
who is the Author and Inſtituter of 
it. 9 
Jo avoid the Danger of eating and 
drinking Damnation, or Judgment to 
themſelves, ſome have thought it beſt 
to abſtain from this Ordinanee altoge- 
ther, and were it not a divine Inſtituti- 
on, this no doubt would be a right and 
prudent Conduct: But as that is not 
the Caſe, the Lord's Supper being an 


expreſs 


(4 
expreſs Appointment of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom God hath ſet over us, as our 
Lord, our Lawgiver, and our Judge, 
this Expedient will not prevent the 
Danger; for the habitual Omiſſion of a 
known commanded Duty, is asdangerous 
as the flight and unworthy Performance 
of it; but the Apoſtle ſhews us a better 
Way how to avoid this Danger, not by 
laying afide the Practice of celebrating 


the Lord's Supper, but by attending to: 


the Deſign of it, and performing it ac- 
cording to that, Let a Man examine 
himſelf” (faith. he) that is, let him try 
the Frame of his Heart, and the Temper 
of his Mind by the Ends of this Inſtitu- 
tion, that he may approve himſelf to 
his awn Conſcience, as one who comes 
to it, and endeavours to partake of it 
agreeably to thoſe Ends; and ſo, that 
is, Thus, in this Manner, according to 


theſe Ends, with a View to them, hav- 


ing his Thoughts, Meditations and: 
Affections fixed upon them, let bim 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cup, and then will he avoid the Evil 
of eating and drinking unworthily, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body; and. the: 

Guilt 
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Guilt of profaning the Memorials: of 
the Body and Blood of. the Lord; and 
the Danger of eating and drinking 
Damnation, or Judgment to himſelf. 

VI. I do not at preſent recollect any 
other Queftion, or Cafe of Conſcience; 
needful to be ſpoken to on this Sub- 
ject, ſave one, which ariſes from what 
the Apoſtle has ſaid in Verſes 25th and 
26th of the 11th; Chapter of his 1ſt; 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, the Words 
are theſe, This do ye, as off as ye 
-drink it, in Remembrance of me; jor as 
often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 
till be come. Upon which Words it is 
not unreaſonable to enquire, How of- 
ten ſhould this Inſtitution be celebrat- 
ed? and how often ſhould Chriſtians 
partake of it? For the Words of the 
Apoſtle in the Verſes above ſet down. 
plainly imply, that it ſhould be often 
done, and yet it is not ſaid either here, 
or any where elſe in the New Teſta- 
ment preciſely, how often, or at what 
Times and Seaſons, we ſhould perform 
this Duty, How: then ſhall we judge 
concerning this Frequency? and what by 

| m 
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moſt expedient to be done in this Mat- 
ter, either by Chriſtian Churches, or 
private Perſons who are Members of 
them? | | 
The late learned, pious, and judici- 
ous Biſhop Wettenball in a Treatiſe of 
his concerning the due Frequency of 
celebrating, and partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, attempts to clear the Words of 
St. Paul concerning the Frequency of 
receiving it in this Manner, He ob- 
ſerves that in theſe Words, as off as ye 
drink it, the Particle it is not in the 
Original, but ſupplied by the Tranſla- 
tors to compleat the Senſe, as they 
thought, but he thinks it ought to be 
left out, becauſe (ſays he) it renders 
the whole Paragraph obſcure and diffi- 


cult, and it makes the Command 


nugatory or trifling, for pray what 
Senſe is there in this Form of Speech t 
Drink this Cup as oft as ye drink it; 
he is therefore for tranſlating the Sen- 
tence fimply as it is in the Original, 
and without ſupplying any Word at 
all; as thus, This do ye, as oft as ye 
drink, in Remembrance of me: And 
then he obſerves farther, that the 
= Greek. 


WR 

Greek Word here rendered to drink, 
often ſignifies to feaſt, to banquet, to 
drink together, to keep or celebrate a 
Feſtival; ſo that according to- this 
learned and worthy Author, the 
Apoſtle's Meaning is, as if he had 
ſaid, as off as you obſerve an holy Feaſt, 
ao this in Remembrance of me: And 
whereas in thoſe Times every fir/# Day 
of the Week, (which by the Heathens 
was called Sunday, and among the 
"Chriſtians ſoon came to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Name of the Lord's Day) 
was obſerved by Chriſtians as an holy 
Feaſt, or . Feſtival, therefore the 
md will in Effect amount to this, 
This do ye, as oft as ye keep or cele- 
brate your ſacred Feftrval, in Remem- 

hrance of me, that is, in other Words, 
celebrate this Ordinance every Lord's 
Day. 

And whereas the Streſs of this Inter- 
pretation reſts on this Remark that the 
Word to drink, is ſometimes uſed to 
ſignify Feaſting, or Banqueting, or 
keeping a Feſtival, he ſays, that the 
Word is fo uſed in E/ther vii. 1. So 
be King and Raman came to banquets 


lin 
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(in the Margin, 7 drink) with Efther 
the Queen, and. indeed in the Greek 


Tranſlation of the :Bible, commonly 


called the Septuagint, the Word they 


have uſed ſignifies to drink: together ; 


and he ſays again, that the Word is uſed 
in the ſame Senſe, v:2z. for celebrating 
a ſacred Feſtival in Chap. ix. 19. and 
22d. of the fame Book, as alſo in Eccl. 
vii. 2. it is better to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to the Houſe of Feaſt - 
ing: and here likewiſe the Word uſed 
by the Septuagint ſignifies drinking, 
Now in all theſe Places he obſerves, 
that the Word which our Tranſlators 
have rendered Banqueting, or Feaſting, 
ſignifies Drinking, from which he con- 
cludes that the Expreſſion, as of? as ye 
drink, is meant to ſignify, as oft as ye 
keep an. holy Feaſt, or, as oft as you 
celebrate your ſacred Feſtival, which 
was the Lord's Day, or the Firſt Day 
of the Week. | 

I ſhall not take upon me to determine 


whether this Criticiſm be right or not, 


but there is one Thing which ſeems to 
be allowed, by all who have looked 
intothe Writings of thoſe few Authors 

who 


| . 
who lived in the Age next after the A- 
poſtles, commonly called the Apoſtoli- 
cal Fathers, and thoſe alſo who wrote 
in the Age after them, that is, the 
Writers of the ſecond and third Cen- 
tury, vi2, that in thoſe Times the 
Lord's Supper was adminiſtered every 
Lord's Day, yea every Time the Church 
aſſembled for public Worſhip on any 
other: Day of the Week ; and this they 
repreſent, not as the Practice of ſome 
particular Churches only, and peculiar 
to them, but as the Practice of the uni- 
verſal Church, and what was common 
to all Chriſtian Churches in thoſe 
Times. | v7 :c1 r! 

There is a Paſſage in Acts xx. 7. 
which makes it very probable that it 
was the Cuſtom of the Churches in the 
Time of the Apoſtles to celebrate this 
Ordinance every Lord's Day, for, 
upon mentioning St. Paul's abiding at 
| Troas ſeven Days, it is ſaid in that 
Verſe, that upon the firſt Day of the 
#eek, when the Diſciples came together 
t break Bread, Paul preached to 
them, ready to depart on the Morrow ; 
their coming together to break Bread, 
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is an uſual Expreſſion for celebrating the 
Lord's Supper, and it is here ſpoken of 
as what had been cuſtomary with them, 
and their ſtated Practice, to aſſemble 
together on the firſt Day of the Week 
to celebrate this Inſtitution, which was 
always accompanied with Prayers and 
Thankſgivings, and ſinging of Hymns. 
And in the 11th Chapter of 1 Cor. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of their coming toge- 
ther in one Place to eat the Lord's 
Supper, tho' as they ordered Matters in 
their Aſſemblies, they did not ſo much 
eat the Lord's Supper as their own, 
for which he blames them; and he ex- 
horts them to eat their own Meals for 
ſatisfying Hunger at Home, in their 
on Houſes, and not in the Church, 
where the Deſign of their coming to- 
gether was to eat the Lord's Supper. 
See Verſes 20, 21, 22, and likewiſe 
2, and 34, of that Chapter, where 
he ſpeaks of the Lord's Supper as the 
profeſſed Eng and Deſign of their com- 
ing together, and as a conſtant Part of 
their religious Worſhip, when fo aſ- 
ſembled. But the ſubſequent Practice 
of all the Churches from the Time of 
the 
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the Apoſtles to a great many Ages 
downwards ſeems to be a very frobable 
Interpretation of the Words, as often 
as ye eat this Bread, &c. and This do 
ye, as oft as ye drink it in Remembrance 
of me, or as a public Commemoration 
of my Death, for from hence it may 
very reaſonably be concluded that the 
Apoſtle meant, and that they to whom 
he was writing underſtood him to mean, 
that this Inſtitutibn ſhould be celebrated 
every Time that they aſſembled for pub- 
lic Worſhip, and be made a conſtant 

Part of it, at leaſt on the Lord's Day. 
How and when this Cuſtom of ad- 
miniſtering the Communion every 
Lord's Day came to be laid aſide 
afterwards, and confined to certain 
ſpecial Seaſons of the Year is need- 
leſs to enquire; it might probably be 
owing in Part to this, that the Love and 
Piety of Chriſtians was waxed cold, and 
their Zeal much abated; and partly al- 
ſo to their having imbibed ſome erro- 
neous Opinions, and frightful Appre- 
henſions about the Lord's Supper, as 
an awful and dreadful Myſtery, and 
; C there- 
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therefore they ſeldom came near it; 
and in following Times theſe ſuperſtiti- 
ous Conceits were- confirmed anJ in- 
creaſed, and a Species of Idolatry intro- 
duced unheard of in the World be- 
fore, by the monſtrous Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, whereby they 
were taught to believe that the Bread 
and Wine were changed into the real 

Body and Blood of the Lord, upon 
which moſt abſurd Suppoſition they 
were elevated to be adored by the Peo- 
ple, but it was ſeldom they partook of 
them notwithſtanding, this they were 
admitted to only at ſpecial Times, and 
after a long artificial Preparation : At 
the Reformation, when many Abuſes 
were rectified, and many of the groſſer 
Corruptions were laid aſide, ſome few, 
which were thought to be of leſſer Im- 
portance, were overlooked, or perhaps 
purpoſely retained, tho' with difterent 
Views and from different Motives ; the 
Idolatry of the Maſs, with ſome other 
of its ſuperſtitious Circumſtances, was 
indeed aboliſhed, but ſome others were 
left, and among the reſt this of ſeldom 


cele- 
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celebrating the Lord's Supper, which 
in moſt of the reformed Churches was 
not adminiſtred above three or four 
Times in the Year, and in ſome of them 
not ſo often: At preſent their Practice 
in this Particular is different, ſome hav- 
ing it adminiſtred pretty frequently, 
and others but ſeldom ſtill. 

But it were to be wiſhed that it were 
celebrated in all our Churches more 
frequently than is commonly done, and 
that thoſe who profeſs and call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, would pay a greater 
Regard to the Memory of our dear Re- 
_ deemer, by a careful and devout Attend- 
ance on that Inſtitution, as they have 
Opportunity; for ſeldom as it is admi- 
niſtred in moſt of our Churches, there 
are too many, among all the ſeveral De- 
nominations of Proteſtants, who neg- 
lect coming to it even on the few Oc- 
calions that they have, and ſome abſent 
themſelves from it altogether, and never 
partake of it at all, unleſs perhaps to 
qualify for a Place, which, when that 
is the ſole Motive, quite deſtroys the 
Religion of the Action. 

C 2 But 
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But what! Are Chriſtians become a- 
ſhamed of their Religion? Are they a- 
| ſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to 

acknowledge themſelves his Diſciples ? 

Or, are they diſſatisfied with the Terms 

of that Covenant which he hath ſealed 
with his Blood, and unwilling to give 
their Conſent to them? if this be the 

Caſe, and the Reaſon of their withdraw- 

ing from the Lord's Table, they have. 

only the Name of Chriſtians, but are not 
ſuch indeed, their Hearts are not right 
in the Sight of God; they are yet in the 

Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of 

Hiquity; they will not have Chriſt to 

reign over them, they will not ſubmit 
to his Authority, nor be governed by 
| his Laws. But if they are not aſham- 
| ed of Chriſt, and of his Words, if 
| they really believe that he was a 
Teacher ſent from God, and ſpake as 

never Man ſpake, that is, if they really 
believe his Divine Miſſion and Autho- 

- rity, and are ſenſible of the Excellency 
of his Doctrine and Religion, if they 
ſincerely approve of the Terms of Ac- 
ceptance which he hath declared, and 
heartily 
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heartily conſent to them, if they are 
willing to be governed by his Log: 
and chearfully devote themſelves to his 
Service and Obedience; what ſhould 
hinder them from coming to the Lord's 
Table, and making a public and ſo- 
lemn Declaration of all this, in the 
Manner that he has appointed! s 

How ſuch Perſons can reconcile 
their habitual Omiſſion of this Duty 
with their profeſſed Subjection to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, of which it is fo plain 
a Precept and Inſtitution, that nothing 
can be more ſo; how. they can recon- 
cile this their Neglect and Diſobedi- 
ence with that Regard which they pro- 
feſs to his Authority, and Submiſſion to 
his Dominion and Government as the 
Head and King of the Church, the 
Lord, Lawgiver, and judge whom 
God hath ſet over us, by whole Laws 
and Inſtitutions we ought to be govern- 
ed, at whoſe righteous Tribunal we 
are one Day to appear, and by whoſe 
juſt and equitable Sentence we muſt 
ſtand or fall; how (I ſay) they can 
reconcile their habitual Omiſſion of this 
D 3 Duty, 
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Duty, which he hath ſo expreſsly inſti- 


- tuted, with their Subjection to his Go- 
vernment, and Belief of his Religion; 


and what Apoligies they have to make 
for themſelves to ſatisfy their own Con- 
ſciences, and how they will anſwer it to 
him at the Great Day, I know not ; 
but ſure I amit concerns themſelves to 
look to it, and conſider it in Time; for 
the wilful Contempt of a divine Inſti- 
tution, and the habitual Violation of a 
divine Law, tho' it be of an inferior 
Nature when compared with others, is 
no ſmall Sin, nor is the Guilt light or 
little which is contracted thereby. To 


Him that knoweth to do Good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is din; the Knowledge 


of his Duty aggravates his Guilt in the 
Neglect of it; Fye know theſe Things, 
happy are ye if ye do them. 

Me ovght indeed to be more eſpeci- 
ally careful to obſerve the weightier 
Matters of the Chriſtian Law; but 
not to allow ourſelves in the wilful and 
habitual Neglect of thoſe which may be 
of a lower Confideration, the former 
Sort we ought chiefly to regard, and be 


zealous 
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zealous to obſerve ; and yet we ought 
not to leave the other undone ; for tho 

they are not all of equal Moment, yet 
they are all eſtabliſhed by the ſame Au- 
thority, and calculated to promote the 
ſame wiſe and good End, that is, 
our Advancement in moral and ſpiri- 
tual Perfection, our Progreſs in Holi- 
neſs and Virtue, while we are here in 
this World, and our attaining to the 
true Perfection and Happineſs of our 
Nature, and enjoying the Communica- 
tions of the Divine Favour in the World 
to COME, 
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